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The spirit of Christmas

By Allyson Brase

All over the world the problems of socie-
ty build up leaving people with a dim
outlook on life. They’re either out of a job
or 50 busy with their job, that they don’t
have time to enjoy life's little simplicities
December comes, bringing Christmas and
an even more hectic schedule. There are
presents to buy, trees to decorate and a
million other little things to do. Only the
children are immune to the hustle and bus-
tle of Christmas. To them, Christmas
means one thing-Santa Claus. Instead of
worrying about how much they have to do
before Christmas, children concentrate on
writing their letter to old St. Nick in hopes
of finding everything they want under the
tree,

The Cougar Connection staff recently
made a field trip to wisit the kindergarteners
at Hancock Elementary School and was im-
mediately caught up in the magic and joy
only a child can bring to Christmas. All of
the children had, of course, heard of Santa
Claus and were already anticipating his
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An excited Hancock kindergarten student decides what be wants from Sasts.

visit. With the help of staff members they
sat down (o write letter to Santa and tell
him everything their hearts desired.

Pac-men and smurfs seemed to be the big
thing this year with an occasional Barbwe
doll or G.I. Joe thrown in. However,
underneath all the commercial values T.V.
had instilled in them, some excited children
still ask for things only Santa could defiver
Casey and Jacob, two of the more candid
children, summed up their wants with, “A
Toys R Us Store.”" | only hope Santa can fit
that one down the chimney. Puppies were
popular as were baby brothers and sisters.
One child even wanted a live blue smurf ina
box. It looks like Santa’s got his work cut
out for him. Before closing their letter, cach
child made sure to add, ““Hi to Rudolph
and Mrs. Santa,”” or “‘Have a nice trip.””

After sharing in the excitement of the
children, it's impossible not to view the rest
of the day without a happy outlook. Maybe
if we could all become children again, just
for one day, Christmas would retan its troe
meanng.

Spirits haven’t flown

“Spirits can be interpreted in many
ways,”* co-sponsor Mrs. Joy Preble said of
the literary magazine’s name, ‘‘such as
school spirit, or with a deeper meaning—in
a poetic or literary sense.”” Spirits was the
name chosen by last year's staff and accor-
ding to co-sponsor Mrs. Deborah Wasser it
seems to describe the enthusiastic attitude
of this year's staff. The magazine, which
will be sold in late April and early May,
contains a variety of literary forms inter-
posed with photographs and graphics. *‘We
try to obtain a sampling of various

work, photography, prose, or poetry to
their English teacher or to the literary
magazine sponsors, Mrs. Wasser and Mrs.
Preble.

The literary magazine staff for 1982-83
is: Susan Mannina, editor-in-chief; Melissa
Daniels, assistant editor; Terrni Williams,
prose editor; Jimmy Delahanty, assistant
prose editor; Lisa Riffle, poetry editor; Lisa
Toth, assistant poetry editor; Leslie Blair,
art editor,

The staff encourages students to con-
tribute to Spirits and welcomes new

bers to their which are held

students’” works,” Mrs. Wasser explained
Students may submit their original art-

two Thursdays a month after school.

By Todd Savage

The year 1982 has been one in which
unemployment rose to over fen
percent—the highest level since post World
War II. While Houston and on a smaller
scale, even Cypress-Creek High School,
have escaped the worst effects of this na-
tional problem, President Reagan is con-
sidering a proposal that may eventually af-
fect students at Cy-Creek. A council of
cabinet members has presented cight pro-
posals to the President for iderati
including one which may allow employers
to pay teenagers lower than the current
minimum wage of $3.35 an hour.

There have been many suggestions in the
past for a “‘subminimum wage" but these
proposals have always been strongly oppos-
ed by organized labor. Upon leaming that
such a proposal was under consideration,
Rex Hardesty, spokesman for the 15
million-member AFL-CIO was quoted as
saying, *'It makes no sense to discriminate
against one class of people, whether you do
it because of their race, their religion or
their age.”

The administration feels that employ-
ment of young people could be increased if
the federal government authorizes

Would you work for below minimum wage?

employers to pay them less than the
minimum wage allowed by federal law.
Supporters of the proposal believe such a
measure would create more jobs for
teenagers while others argue that many
adults would lose their jobs to them. ‘‘Are
employers going to fire mothers and fathers
to hire children?"* Jim O'Toole, manage-
ment professor at the University of
Southern California, said in Newsweek
magazine (March 30, 1981) commenting on
a similar bill that was introduced in Con-
gress last year. That bill would have allowed
employers to pay only 75 percent of the
minimum wage or $2.51 an hour for the
first six months of employment.

Deputy Press Secretary Larry Speakes
has said that Reagan is not likely to seek ac-
tion on the proposals in the lame-duck ses-
sion of Congress and will probably wait un-
til the next Congress convenes in January.
Speakes did not identify the subminimum
wage, which is often referred to as the
“youth differential,’”" as an option given to
the President, but said the administration is
considering another option in which the
federal government might subsidizes
employers as an inducement to hire young
workers.

Office Supplies

By Jan Fawcett

Are you thinking to yourself what does
office supplies have to do with OEA? Well,
OEA is the Office Education Association in
which students work in offices. The Of-

~ ficers of their club for the 1982-83 school

year are President—Jaque Williams, Vice-
President—Carol Wolfe, Secretary-Kelly
Gilbert, Treasurer—Kathy Maggard, and
two junior representatives--Cathy
Hielschier and Melissa Friday. Only seniors
can be officers, but they allow two junior
representatives.

The club’s goals for the year are to pro-
mote health, safety, public relations, com-

career development and student recruit-
ment. Do you remember the mum you
received on Homecoming? The club, as
part of their public relations, spoasored the
mum sale a1 school by Cedar Point Florist.

“C™ Coupon books, stuffed animals, and
stained glass figures.

In the future, the club will be having self-
impr peakers. These kers will
appear at least once a month. They attend-
ed a field trip on November 18th to IBM.
When asked about the purpose of the trip,

munity under d service 3]

Could you survive?
By Lisa Toth

What would it be like to be the last sur-
vivor after a nuclear war? Just ask a
sophomore Horizons English student at
Cypress Creek.

During November and December the five
Horizons classes sutdied a unit on the
nuclear age. Along with doing a research
paper on an angle of nuclear energy, they
read science fiction novels and had a
nuclear physicist come to speak on the sub-
ject. “‘Like all projects,” said Mrs.
McKeller, Horizons English teacher, *‘the
purpose was to spark some interest in
various fields, develop research techniques
and to suggest a possible study for next
year.”* According to Mrs. McKeller, quite a
few students were interested. ‘‘l think the
unit set some students to thinking about
current events that they might not have
otherwise considered.™

One essay question the students answered
during their study on the nuclear age had to
do with being the last survivor in a world
destroyed by nuclear war. “‘Many students
answered with a positive view on the situa-
tion,”" said Mrs. McKeller. ““Most wanted
to stay alive as long possible, which | found
very interesting, but you never know how
they would feel if the situation really occur-
red.”

Mrs. Dy the OEA sp pond
ed, ““It familiarized the students with
word p ing is and gave th Ives ex-

posure to the equipment.*”
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Connection Commentary.

Do you have confidence?

By Melisa Danicls

and awards displayed in our trophy cases.

With the new year quickly appeoachin

Butdowe I of winning studentleader combinations

orking logeihe 10 reach her goas. Why

x The newt time you feel asif you've elected
cording 10 8 fool, sit and think. Perhaps they don't
realize what you have discovered and

mw and find cut what you can do 1o

" Afvr a, you' e chced thee kades 3
your repeesentatives and the way they work

Poorjob? Con-  reflects upon your student life and ac
sder this ook a1 all the trophucs, ridboms, i,

Pored

What happened?

Cougar Connection,

1 am writing about an article that was in
the last issue of the Cougar Connection |
d that the writer, Allyson

evidence. | know for a fact he works there,
501 think you should contact 79-Q again, if
you ever did the first time. | think a letter
stating the truth, Dapper Dave is Dot &
fraud, should be sufficicat
Sincerely,
Tom Thompson (Freshman)

Dear Tom,

Apparenily you were misinformed.
When 1 ran Dapper Dave’s letter, two dif
ferent officials at the 790 radio station had
inf my feares editor, Allyson

HOUSTON, TEXAS

1226 WILLOWBROOK MALL

Brase, that & “Dapper Dave” was not
employed at their station

When Dave (whose name we did not
Anow at the time) delivered his letter, he did
30 anonomously, signing it ooly “Dapper
Dave, 790, the Zoo.” Upon reseiving this
leter, Allyson (who hay four year jour

fliated with the sation. The first of ficial*
Allyson called said that he had never heard
of ““Dappet Dave," and he knew of no one
by that name employed by 19-Q. At this
e, the rest of the s1aff was trying 10 make
the upcoming deadline and also find out

the person whose letler we are going to
print.

The second time Allyson called 79-Q 1o
verify Dave's letter, she talked with a
woman® who said not only did a *Dapper
Dave" not work there, the station did not
employ high school students. So actually
Tom, it was 79-Q who did the misinform.
ing. not the Cougar Connection. During
this time, we also tried listening 10 the radio
station, but never heard a *'Dapper Dave”
announcing. When the last issue of the
Connection came out, Dave finally reap-
peared, and explained his affiliation with the
9-Q radio station to us. We ran a check on
this also, and discovered that one of the of-
ficials we had spoken with was no longer
employed by 79-Q. Dave i the president of
the 79-Q fan club and an associate disc

jockey.
To avoM further confusion, the Connec-
tion will only acccpt leters signed with

Bl it e wil o
answer any further questions privately.
cerely,
Melissa Daniels

*The names are documented and will be
made public by request

Letting their Light S

i e o e that we're bigger this
Chuck Adam, speaking for
Coupars for i of whichhe s vice =pre
dent. The club began its third year in
September and now has el o
paipans vy weekly mecting.

The 198283 officers are President Tom
Elkins, e Presiden Couck Adum, and
Sccretary Mary Kay Hoffman. The club
mects weekly and had guest speakers
such as Harley David, a KSBJ disc jockey;
Jan Kelle,housewies Mark Surs,  youly
minister from Evangelistical Tem
oo, the ares dirctor of Young Lt
and Claude Choate, last year's president.
Club participants also enjoyed a picnic on
October 15 at Spring Creek Park according

olling party

and gwing Christmas cards 10 the senior

class, while plans are in the making for the

forming of an activites committ
““Our goal for th

Ada

teachers on alevel that they're comfortable
with. We hope 10 let Christ shine through
s and have a radiance that is noticeable.”
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King with the creeps

1 you've ever looked at the horror story
comic book, Creepshow, then you'll know
in advance the style of Stephen King's fist
movie, Creepshow. Besides wriling Creep-
show’s sereenplay, King also makes his ac
ting debut a5 a “country bumpkin® type
farmer who transforms into & plant after
touching a metear. For both King's sake
and ours, hopefully he will stick with his

Ihat the overall actions were quite adequate
for the experience level

The scencry of the play was put together
just as well as the acting of the cast. This
together helped 10 create an overall success.
The crowds seem to agree, as an exiremely
large amount of people attended. The play
created an atmosphere in which the aiten.
dants showed laughter, sadness, depres.
sion, or excitement. As a result, the cast en.

Joyed presenting the play and apparently
writing. His character is laughable, but sa s the audience enjoyed watching it
his portrayal

In spite of is faults, Creepshow is a good
horror movie. Guys should take a date and
§0 sce this movie. 1's not too bloody, just
gory enough 1o scare her out of her scat
(and into yours)

What's up, Doc?

The Medical Carcers Club is an active
elub at Cypress Creek. The clected officers

x .. Marshal, president;, Michelle Franks, vice

The soldiers have it  presdent. Susan Buchanan, secrerary; and
Mike Cox, treasurer

Mush s definitely not the word you The club's activity for October was guest

would use to describe the play MASH.  speaker Mary Ann Anderson from

MASH was based on the everyday life of a  Houston Baptist University, who spoke fo

soldier during war, The play was presented

ing November, the club was on the move

Hawkeye, and Beth Sloane,

in the North Oaks Mall area for the Grea

sisted of beginning drama students, so 1 felt  Houston Baptist University 1o attend a
career workshop. Marshal said,
*“This was just one of our field trips that we
have planned: however. we are sl
undecided about our second field trip. Our
possibiltics are going with B.nbly o see
open heart surgery; secing a baby being
born, which may be difficul 10 amange; of
10 see, imagine this, an autopsy!

FLO-JO'S DELI
GREAT FOOD!!!

far superior,"” say Mr. Siebern of this year
band. “We have a lot of creative energy
here, and fike & foorball team. need
Guidance s what they've been

Marching fo Success

We'te one big family,” says Elizabeth  guidance
Hil, head drum major of Cy-Creek’s band.  getting vince the end of summer by practic
With about 140 students involved this year,  ing every weekday after whool

ihe band has high goals and fs working hard
o0 reach them.

Cy-Creek's band program is made up of
three major groups, the symphonic, con.
cert, and cader bands. The program also in
cludes a flag corps with fifteen members
and a drum corps with fourteen. Parents of
band students have the chas
ed by pantcipating in the Band Boowers
Club. The two responsibilties of the
organization are 10 improve the morale of
the band and to raise money. So far his
year they have held various fundraisers such

<t 10 get involv

band director, says, they are nowhere near
the end of raising funds. Future fundrassers
and Band Booster activties include a garage
sale, babe sale, candle and soap reorder,
slave sale, a spaghetti or chili supper, and
various inventorics at area siores

This year's band officers are President
Mike Forsythe, Vice President John
Knight, Secretary Susan Polarolo,
Treasurer Katy Lent and Historian Julic
Johnson. Drum majors are Elizaberh Hill
and Susan Simon. Band directors are Mr.

e

this year Cy-Creek's band
members have competed in the Blinn Mar
ching Competition on October 30 and UIL
on November 6. At Blinn they placed third
overall and at UIL accomplished their goal
10 score strarght ones — a firs i
of Cy-Creek's band. On April 8 and 9. after
& $70.000 for the trip, Cy.Creek’s

Flizabeth A, drum major

““Even though we got of 10 a weak start |

5

possibly represent the entire state of Texas e

concerts for this year are the 5.7 says Elizabeth Hill “Our band is a
December 16 Christmas show and a plann-  great family. The people are really special
d spring show on May 19, ““The shows are ~ here.""

Finally, (0 end the 1982 year in Decemberl
the club wil be sponsoring the Senior Biood|
Drive. The Medical Carcers Club would like}
students of Cypress Creek 10 roll up sour|

open six days a week
306500 sleeves and give blood gencrously

Call in orders welcome!

What's in a name?

Austn College i Sherman, Texas, we care whats 3

o ege 1 9 st o e g 2 onel

THE GOLDEN MUSHROOM FLORIST
AND FANTASY LAND

GRAND OPENING

12/11/82 49 PM

Complete wire services silks, dried and fresh
Mush-a-gram balloons SS?

13247 Jones Rd. 8907725

U niver sy an msituton of hgher eamng i coteges a0 st aduse |
Ehools

(Webste Handy Cotege Dctonary)]
Both cosege an unwersiy are Geined by Wl
earning - Nowondur Ihere's o much ¢
Qo quiz 10 56 lyou understand he G

s Devonay 2 an s
onson et D e e e

ThUE FALSE
2 Acolege 54 yung o unceomveped sy
b, Aume ;.y,wu,wmw,wm ~

o

il whi uversies e ige
& T pager e suton h el o ecaton

w5 P a5y 2 300 Qe € sy

133y 1ssce

Exceing leachets. 3 (Bnovalv curtcaum and €3/ sense of Commundy ae essentars m
Igper education. ol mere size
1150,

Teseeking
sudents 93 ity 4042 trong Roarl as program

AUSTIN COLLEGE

1

141 N3]

Mhastha Huse oo




Cougar Connection

Page 4

Sports

Phota by Jeannie Marchal

Varsity Cougs on the road again o Belton on December 9th

Lady Cougars begin new season

By Claire Ronemous

““We have good chance at making the
playoffs this year,”” says girls varsity
basketball coach Betty Maaskant. The
team is preparing for their upcoming season
and now have 2-1 record.

The Lady Cougars will have a tough pre-
season before their first district game on
January 6 against Jersey Village. According
to Debbie Zajac, varsity player, the district
title will,””...most likely be between us and
Cy-Fair. It better be!”” When asked for her

pre-season prediction on their outcome
Debbie said, “I think. we have a good
chance at winning district if we will be
hungry enough.”

The 1982-83 varsity lineup are seniors
Devra White, Valerie Wayhan, Karen
Hillegeist, Nyla Jacobs, and Ann Benson.
Junior members of the varsity team are
Lenour Gilliam, Holly Evans, Marquitta
Love, Terre Potsavich, Jennie Ferrara,
Kathleen Harlow, and Debbie Zajac.

Cougar roll to

The winning tradition of boy's basketball
at Cypress Creek Is continuing this year as
the Cougar basketball teams have compiled
an overall record of 16-6, including a 6-1
record by the varsity.

Eisenhower first fell victim to a tough
Cougar defense on November 23 as Cy-
Creek downed them 48-38, Craig Britton
hit 16 points for the Cougars and Gary
McGuire dominated the backboards with
14 rebounds and 13 points.

The Cougars then faced Aldine High
School in the Summit before the November
26th Rockets Chicago Bulls game. The
Cougars hung tough and won the game
48-45 behind the play of Gary McGuire
McGuire scored and rebounded in double
figures for the second time as in previous
games, leading the Cougars with 16 points
and 18 rebounds. McGuire also made two
steals and blocked three shots for Cougar
victory, Junior Luis Garza also performed
well hitting 14 points and grabbing 10 re-
bounds. 3

The third Cougar victory came on the
road November 30 against MacArthur.
Though the Cougars were down by two
points at halftime, they came back to win
58-55. Gary McGuire was dominating on
the boards, pulling down 20 rebounds and
scoring 19 points. Luis Garza contributed
15 points to lead the Cougars to their third
straight victory of the young season.

The Cougars participated in the Clear
Lake Tournament on December 2, 3, and 4.
They won three games and lost only one
game as they finished in third place.

The question of experience was answered
very quickly during this season. The

Ad Libs

Due to lay-out problems in the second issue of
the Cougar Connection, two of the ad libs were
run together. The ad libs were bought seperately
and should not have been run together. The Con-
nection apologizes to Sherri Proctor and Pat Gun-

ther.
Tanya Parmley loves rats and mice.

Jill and Patricia need to learn how to ice skate.
All my love to my favorite teddy bear-MB

Hey Doug C.-MAAAAAA from BOB (pippi)
Hey Elise ya want a mountain dew? Or a smile!

The guys at Texas ASM are so cute!!!
Sharisse and Scott-just friends?

Sometimes Biology bugs me!

Hey Mary L.! How is AF? Swimmers are #1111
Doug FrickDon't evenask =~
Jon Alderink is a Jailbird!

Mrs. Henderson is a great teacher-From MN
Curt Gunther is a dill-Party with 7 cases
Kim is a super squirrel § Farlee, well...
Sorry ya'lll Joanne is a French fry and

Pam is an onion ring

CLF-1 want another PN-Je t'aime-JEO

FO § D, DD, § EM. YUS. From US

All the way to state-girls B-Ball let's go Manne!
Noree Likes BB.T’s. ks J.V. really No. | Holly?
David, I'l always love ya-soon we'll be in Hawaii
Well MD Can | join the McCligue. too? From CR
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/ AMUSEMENT CENTER

LLAY

(FORMERLY CRANT RD. AMUSEMENT CENTER CORNER GRANT & JONES)

WE INVITE YOU TO SPEND THE HOLIDAYS WITH US AND RECEIVE

1 FREE PLAY WITH THIS AD!

COLORS

444-5796
$5.00 DISCOUNT
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1 Coca-Cola

: with this coupon.
| The Palace & Saloon
|‘ Expires February 15, 1983
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2 FREE!
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Video Games
with this coupon |
The Palace & Saloon !
Expires February 15, 1983 |

v 12634 Grant Road ® 251-9268

0 — pALACE & )
Eateraioment &eg‘ VIDEO GAMES OO
Saturday Night Pool Tournament Shuffle Board Tournament Jv
Tuesday 8:30 p.m. Thursday 8:30 p.m.
Happy Hour 4 to 6 Daily

| gamdY

HOURS: Mon. thru Sat. 11 am-2 am
Sun. 12 noon to 12 midnight

Mdcnrwn Road

BEAUTIFUL, INC.

DISCOVER YOUR

CCHS Students/Faculty

early victories

Cougars were **...looking for senior leader-
ship and experience’’ from returning let-
termen Britton, McGuire, and Allen; fhey
found it. A good example of this is Gary
McGuire. McGuire is averaging 16 points
and 17 rebounds a game after the first three
games.

The Junior Varsity team under the direc-
tion of Coach Nate Gordon has jumped out
10 an early 2-0 record, defeating MacArthur
and Eisenhower. “If we play to our
capabilities, we should win every (ourna-
ment this year,”” commented junior guard
John Savardi.

Teeing off

The varsity boy’s golf team was in the pro-
cess of tryouts throughout the month of
December, which will end sometime before
Christmas vacation. The team will consist
of thirteen boys. The lettermen of last year
will be returning to the §2-83 team. These
members are Joe Cordera, Kendall Allen,
Mike Fitzgerald, and Bert Guynes.

After the team is chosen, they will get
back into the swing of playing golf again
and practicing for their tournaments. They
will start participating in tournaments in
carly February. ““We should be pretty close
to one or two in the district,” said Coach
Blume when asked the question of how his
team looks for the upcoming season.

A FAMILY

GAMEROOM
VIDEO FUNLAND

5802 FM 1960- Across from Allied
[Champions Bank and next to 7-Eleven

10 FREE PLAYS

for a family
5 FREE FOR ONE PERSON
WITHTHIS COUPON AND
$1.00 PURCHASE

e

IMPROVE

SKIN
CARE

CONSULTANTS:
JO ANN FAIRCLOTH
MILDRED WILSON

Expires 1/31/83

GOGIS

HAIRCUTS-HAIR STYLING
FOR TOTS & TEENS
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GOGI FISHER
6701-B FM 1960 West

APPOINTMENTS ONLY

444-8087




